
 
 
Company Name:   West Michigan Sustainable Business Forum 
Title:     Green Labs Intern 
Open Date:   December 22, 2014 
Closing Date:   When Filled 
Compensation:    $10.00/hour 
Reports to:    Project Manager 
Hours:     10 to 20 hours per week 
Start:    ASAP 
End:    June 30, 2015  
 
Position Summary 
The Green Labs Intern will work with West Michigan organizations to adopt the Michigan Green Labs 
Initiative protocols, identify resources to assist in lab sustainability efforts, and develop a Certified Green 
Lab marketing and publicity claim.  Intern will spend approximately half of his or her time working 
directly with the region’s leading testing lab on a pilot case for the MGLI program in the corporate 
sector.   Intern will have the opportunity to work with local corporations, municipalities, consultants, 
and schools that can integrate a green labs program into existing sustainability efforts, as well as the 
International Institute for Sustainable Laboratories, the forum’s national partner.  There is a high 
potential for intern to be hired as a permanent employee by one of the project partners at the 
conclusion of the internship.  
 
Specific Responsibilities 

• Support an aggressive sustainability effort at the region’s foremost testing lab. 
• Help adapt the MGLI protocol for a corporate audience.   
• Research available utility and government incentives, grants and vendors for potential 

sustainability improvements for labs in Michigan. 
• Liaison with International Institute for Sustainable Laboratories, potentially helping to develop a 

chapter in Michigan. 
• Liaison with original MGLI signatories at University of Michigan and Michigan State University. 
• Develop a list of laboratory operators in West Michigan. 
• Support a training for laboratory operators locally and statewide. 
• Support laboratory operators in completing MGLI assessment. 

 
Qualifications 

• Background in sustainable business or environmental science 
• Mastery of basic triple bottom line sustainability principles 
• Knowledge of basic sustainability topics such as energy and water conservation, waste diversion 

and reduction, and green materials 
• Familiarity with leading environmental and economic stakeholders locally and statewide  
• Proficiency with common office tools including Microsoft Office and Google Docs  
• Excellent communication and writing skills 
• Strong organizational skills 
• Ability to work independently with little or no supervision 



 
 

• Ability to work as part of a team, both in-person and virtual  
• Knowledge of laboratory operations preferred but not required 

 
About West Michigan Sustainable Business Forum 
The mission of West Michigan Sustainable Business Forum is to promote business practices that 
demonstrate environmental stewardship, economic vitality, and social responsibility through education 
and collaboration.  For 20 years, West Michigan Sustainable Business Forum has served as a unique 
boundary organization in the region.  The forum is a regional network of businesses, institutions, and 
individuals dedicated to promoting business practices that demonstrate environmental stewardship, 
economic vitality, and social responsibility.   
 
The West Michigan Green Labs pilot is an effort to increase adoption of Michigan Green Labs Initiative 
(MGLI) protocols within organizations in Kent, Ottawa, Allegan and Muskegon counties, with a particular 
focus on corporations, municipalities, consultants, and schools that can easily integrate a green labs 
program into existing sustainability efforts. We also intend to demonstrate use of the “Certified-Green 
Lab” as a marketing and publicity claim that could incentive future adoption. While the pilot will 
highlight all six of the MGLI Principles, special priority will be given to energy and water conservation, 
waste diversion and reduction, and purchasing. 
 
Directions to Apply 
Applicants should send a cover letter and resume to dschoonmaker@wmsbf.org with the subject 
heading “labs.”  The position will remain open until filled.   
 
Other Opportunities 
Qualified candidates with capacity for full-time work may also wish to apply for the Recycling and Solid 
Waste Internship.   
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