
 
 
Company Name:   West Michigan Sustainable Business Forum 
Title:     Food Systems Intern 
Open Date:   December 22, 2014 
Closing Date:   January 15, 2015 
Compensation:    $500 stipend 
Reports to:    Project Manager 
Hours:     10 to 20 per week 
Start:    February 1, 2015 
End:    May 2015 
 
Position Summary 
The Food Systems Intern will work with WMSBF member companies and partners on projects to 
promote local and sustainable food purchasing in West Michigan, corporate farms and gardens, and 
other food systems initiatives to be determined.  Intern will have the opportunity to work with leading 
companies and advocates for sustainable food systems in West Michigan.  Much of the work will be 
focused on the development of a half-day workshop for local food service purchasers.   
 
Specific Responsibilities 

• Develop a list of individuals with food service purchasing authority for local corporate cafeterias, 
food processors, restaurants, schools, hospitals and assisted living centers, among others.  

• Liaison with advocacy and training partners.  
• Research resources for local food service providers to improve sustainability of their operations.   
• Provide support for local companies interested in expanding on-site garden operations to 

commercial scale. 
• Support planning and implementation of a half-day workshop for local food service purchasers.  

 
Qualifications 

• Background in environmental science and/or sustainable business 
• Knowledge of common sustainability issues locally and statewide 
• Familiarity with leading environmental and economic stakeholders locally and statewide  
• Familiarity with food systems and farming  
• Excellent communication and writing skills 
• Strong organizational skills 
• Ability to work independently with little or no supervision 
• Ability to work as part of a team, both in-person and virtual  
• Employment history in food service or agriculture preferred but not required. 

 
About West Michigan Sustainable Business Forum 
The mission of West Michigan Sustainable Business Forum is to promote business practices that 
demonstrate environmental stewardship, economic vitality, and social responsibility through education 
and collaboration.  For 20 years, West Michigan Sustainable Business Forum has served as a unique 
boundary organization in the region.  The forum is a regional network of businesses, institutions, and 



 
 
individuals dedicated to promoting business practices that demonstrate environmental stewardship, 
economic vitality, and social responsibility.   
 
Directions to Apply 
Applicants should send a cover letter and resume to dschoonmaker@wmsbf.org with the subject 
heading “Food.”  The position will remain open until filled.   
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