
 
 
Company Name:   West Michigan Sustainable Business Forum 
Title:     Solid Waste & Recycling Research Intern 
Open Date:   December 22, 2014 
Closing Date:   When Filled 
Compensation:    $10.00/hour 
Reports to:    Project Manager 
Hours:     10 to 20 per week 
Start:    ASAP 
End:    May 2015, with possible extension through August 2015 
 
Position Summary 
The Solid Waste & Recycling Research Intern will work with WMSBF member companies and contractors 
on projects to promote recycling and composting initiatives in the region and state, including the 
Michigan MSW Characterization and Value Study, a project funded by the Michigan Department of 
Environmental Quality to determine the value of recyclable and compostable materials currently being 
disposed of in Michigan landfills and incinerators.  Intern will have the opportunity to work with leading 
recycling and composting firms, top-level consultants, regulators and academic partners.  Some field 
work may be included.  Intern will have primary responsibility for value-added research topics to be 
included in the report focused on composting, single-stream recycling and electronic waste.   
 
Specific Responsibilities 

• Create a map of high compost percentage routes in Greater Grand Rapids area as an ArcGIS 
project file.   

• Research environmental and economic impacts of electronic waste and electronic waste 
recycling, including current state policy discussions.  

• Collect and catalog information and impacts on single-stream recycling. 
• Support planning and implementation of in-field trash sorts at landfills and transfer stations in 

several Michigan communities.   
 
Qualifications 

• Background in environmental science and/or sustainable business 
• Knowledge of common sustainability issues locally and statewide 
• Familiarity with leading environmental and economic stakeholders locally and statewide  
• Proficiency with and access to ArcGIS software, as well as common office tools including 

Microsoft Office and Google Docs  
• Excellent communication and writing skills 
• Strong organizational skills 
• Ability to work independently with little or no supervision 
• Ability to work as part of a team, both in-person and virtual  
• Knowledge of mixed solid waste, recycling and composting preferred but not required. 

 
 
 



 
 
About West Michigan Sustainable Business Forum 
The mission of West Michigan Sustainable Business Forum is to promote business practices that 
demonstrate environmental stewardship, economic vitality, and social responsibility through education 
and collaboration.  For 20 years, West Michigan Sustainable Business Forum has served as a unique 
boundary organization in the region.  The forum is a regional network of businesses, institutions, and 
individuals dedicated to promoting business practices that demonstrate environmental stewardship, 
economic vitality, and social responsibility.   
 
The Michigan MSW Characterization and Valuation Study will perform a statistically significant waste 
sort at sites regionally and statewide, and provide an economic valuation for divergence in terms of real 
material value, job creation, and other positive economic and environmental impacts.  
 
Specific project objectives include the determination of 
   
• Michigan MSW composition now being disposed of in landfills and incinerators  
• Composition of Michigan’s MSW compared to the MSW waste of other Midwest states  
• The economic value of MSW if it were diverted from the waste stream 
• Hazardous waste concerns associated with electronic materials sent to landfill 
• Impact of compostables and composting on the West Michigan market 
 
Directions to Apply 
Applicants should send a cover letter and resume to dschoonmaker@wmsbf.org with the subject 
heading “Trash.”  The position will remain open until filled.   
 
Other Opportunities 
Qualified candidates with capacity for full-time work may also wish to apply for the Green Labs 
Internship.   
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