
2014 social responsibility initiatives:
• AccessArt Lounge and Pathway: a wheelchair-accessible lounge 

for recharging and refreshment, with a fully accessible pathway 
that starts and ends at the Lounge 

• Bilingual visitor resources: Spanish translations of our Event 
Guide, as well as educational materials are available. Multilingual 
volunteers will be available to assist as Wayfinders.

• ArtPrize Artist Hosting program: The most hospitable among  
us offer their homes (and you can too!) to visiting Artists from 
near and far. Sharing their spaces, time, and special moments, 
these unique relationships take honoring our artist guests to the 
next level. 

• Uber: New to ArtPrize and West Michigan, Uber is a smartphone 
app that seamlessly connects you to the nearest driver within 
minutes. Download the Uber app, enter the code: ARTPRIZE and 
receive up to $25 off your first trip!

• Rapid Rides to ArtPrize: a need-based grant program that  
gifts ArtPrize Event Guides and wristbands, providing free city 
wide transport on the Rapid Public Transit during ArtPrize.  
For more info on this program, visit artprize.org/rapidrides.
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OUR SOCIAL EQUITY PARTNER
A special thanks to Grand Rapids Community Foundation for  
their community leadership and commitment to advocating  
for diversity and inclusion. They have generously provided funding 
to build our internal competencies, as well as the community 
programs that will kick off our initial efforts at promoting social 
equity during ArtPrize. 

Go to artprize.org/about/social-equity for more details. 

SUSTAINABILITY & SOCIAL EQUITY

In 2014, ArtPrize is doing even more to educate and influence our 
community about the social imperative and economic benefits of 
environmental sustainability, social responsibility, and social equity.  
Read on to learn about our initiatives for 2014, future plans, and 
how you can help.

ENVIRONMENTAL RESPONSIBILITY
ArtPrize is all about energy, excitement, and new ideas. In 2014,  
we seek to deepen understanding and improve event management 
around sustainable practices in waste minimization and diversion, 
and alternative and accessible transport solutions. We are creating 
tools of assessment for our ArtPrize sanctioned events and facilities 
with the long term goal of sharing these standards with partners 
for improved collective impact. 

 "ArtPrize is proud to join the strong movement our community  
has in support of practices of equity and assessments of impact. 
We are encouraged by the shared vision of a more sustainable 
future for both ArtPrize and Grand Rapids at large. We invite you  
to join us in efforts large and small."  

— Amelea Pegman, Community Relations Director

Long-term environmental sustainability goals: 
• Promote alternative transportation to lower carbon impact

• Promote waste diversion efforts to lower trash collections

• Promote sustainable living practices 

• Promote citywide efforts for collective sustainability solutions

2014 environmental initiatives:
• ArtPrize | Water Share: Help us use less during ArtPrize by 

avoiding single use water bottles. Stop by the HUB store and buy 
a reusable water bottle or sticker for a bottle brought from home. 
Be sure to look for the Water Drop symbol on the windows of 
participating venues, and fill up as you please!

• Bike Valet: Park your bike at the ArtPrize HUB and the  
Ledyard Building while you explore. Valet is staffed evening  
and weekend hours. 

• Zero Waste Zones: Visit the Food Trucks at Rosa Parks Circle  
and learn more about zero-waste and the importance of city-
wide waste diversion efforts this year. All service products and 
food items are 100% recyclable or compostable. Drop by for a 
tasty treat and learn more. 

• Recycling/composting: Dispose waste responsibly at all ArtPrize 
sanctioned events and spaces. Look for new city recycling bins in 
high traffic areas, or ask a friendly volunteer to direct you. Special 
thanks to Organicycle, Schupan Recycling and the city of Grand 
Rapids for their support!

• Alternative transportation: Find an environmentally-friendly 
transport option that works best for you. Whether it be riding 
The Rapid, Dash or Silver Line, we encourage public transit as 
an affordable alternative way to get to ArtPrize. See Event Map 
insert for more information.

OUR SUSTAINABILITY PARTNERS
We are very thankful for the strong leadership and forward  
thinking in West Michigan around sustainability. A special thanks 
to the City of Grand Rapids’ Office of Energy and Sustainability, 
Downtown Grand Rapid Inc., Grand Valley State University 
Sustainable Community Development Initiative, the West Michigan 
Sustainable Business Forum, the West Michigan Environmental 
Action Council, the Grand Rapids Community Sustainability 
Partnership and Aquinas College.

SOCIAL RESPONSIBILITY
ArtPrize began with the idea that art is for everyone. 

Social responsibility and equity live at the heart of who we are, 
what we do, and how we plan to grow. We actively look to  
identify and remove barriers to engagement in order to create a  
welcoming and accessible environment for all. This year, look  
for the AccessArt initiative, intentional inclusion to increase  
everyone's ability to participate and enjoy, and our support of 
emerging shared economies.

Accessibility: Please see page 26 for more information on the  
AccessArt Lounge and Pathways presented by AscentCare. 

Social Equity: ArtPrize promotes diversity and inclusion everywhere 
we can, specifically addressing hiring practices, volunteer and 
artist engagement and visitor participation. We have set short and 
long term goals to examine how we can and should increase our 
efforts around outreach and lowering potential barriers to entry. 

Shared Economy: At ArtPrize, we believe that sustainability  
hinges on an idea of sharing existing resources. At the heart of  
who we are, and how we are different, lies an open invitation. An 
invite for anyone to join in: to share your art, your spaces, your 
time, your home, and your vote. We believe new shared economies 
are vehicles for innovation and community building. Peer to peer 
networks are both economically and socially beneficial to our work 
at ArtPrize and execute on a vision of community we support.

our plan for a more  
sustainable future

ARTPRIZE SUSTAINABILITY  
SPONSORS


