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January Meeting Overview 

 

Positive energy, the heliotropic effect (organic tendency to lean towards the light), 

positive deviance, and a virtuous state of being; these were all key ingredients in Dr. 

Kim Cameron’s presentation on The Value of Virtuousness at Calvin College's Bunker 

Interpretive Center. Dr. Cameron, of University of Michigan’s Ross School of Business, 

discussed research on the link between positive energy - or virtuousness - and 

employee performance in both the public and private sectors. He used empirical data 

and personal anecdotes to show this link, and to help define ways to increase positive 

energy and productivity, or a virtuous state within organizations.  

 

Dr. Cameron pointed out that people organize to eliminate deviance from the norm, 

because deviance is seen as strictly negative. However, eliminating deviance also 

means taking away opportunities for individuals to be extraordinary. Virtuousness, 

positive imagery, and positive deviance create a state of coherence, where the mind 

and body functions are perfectly aligned. More information can be found on the Center 

for Positive Organizational Scholarship website, http://www.centerforpos.org.  

 

Also at the meeting we introduced our 2012 Scholarship recipient:  Abby Samotis. 

 Abby is a Junior in the Sustainable Business program at Aquinas. Her passion was 

beautifully expressed in her essay:  My love for flowers accompanied me to my first job at 

a local greenhouse. I was living my dream. The hours I spent digging in the dirt, taught me 

more about life, than any teacher, preacher, or friend.  Seeing how much nature had taught 

me assured me it needed to stay incorporated in the rest of my life. Congratulations, 

Abby!!  And our sincere appreciation to all the students who submitted applications. 

 Our best wishes to you on your sustainability journeys.  We're counting on you!! 

  

Special thanks to Busy Bea's Services, IDa Design, Lake Affect Design Studio & The 

CarbonNeutral Company  

for sponsoring this special presentation to kick off the new year. 

 

  

2013 Essay Contest Announced 

 

Following Dr. Cameron's presentation, we announced our 2013 Essay Contest, based 

on the same theme.  In 1,500 words or less, we invite you to share your personal 
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reflections on the Value of Virtuousness: What are the virtues manifested by 

individuals or businesses/institutions that most profoundly enrich your life? What 

character traits inspire and motivate you to create - and share - a meaningful and 

productive quality of life? We are still finalizing the timeline but essays should be 

submitted by mid-March. Winners will be announced at the April 8 meeting, and invited 

to read their essays.  Watch for finalized details on our website and in our newsletters. 

There will be specific outreach to the business sector but the contest will be open to all 

individuals in the West Michigan community. Two winning essays will be selected, along 

with recognition of honorable mentions. With our thanks to Kim Cameron, winning 

essays will appear on the Center for Positive Organizational Scholarship website. WGVU 

will cover the contest through Shelley Irwin's Morning Show and MiBiz will help promote 

as well. We are working on additional opportunities to promote the project and 

recognize the winners.  

Essay review panelists include WMSBF Board members Dave Aupperlee, Su Paauwe, 

Dave Rinard, Dan Schoonmaker, Justin Swan, Jennifer Wammack and Gabe Wing. Lisa 

Locke will coordinate and serve on the panel.  We are also very pleased and honored to 

welcome back Terri McCarthy with the Wege Foundation and Shelly Irwin with WGVU.  

We hope this is a special opportunity for us to further bridge our corporate and personal 

worlds; to dig a little deeper, to push the limits of our understandings, and to share our 

insights, dreams, and potentials. 

We have no idea the kind of response we’ll get.  We would like to be inundated. We 

hope you’ll give this serious consideration and encourage your friends and associates to 

take on the challenge.  Watch for further details and submission form. 

            

February 11, 2013; 12:00 p.m. - 2:00 p.m 

WMSBF Monthly Meeting 

Eastern Avenue Christian Reformed Church 

514 Eastern Ave. SE, Grand Rapids 

 

Matt VanSweden, Integrated Architecture, will lead a presentation and discussion on 

the Living Building Challenge: 

·         a philosophy, advocacy platform and certification program.  

·         an evocative guide  

·         a beacon. 

·         a unified tool 

·         a performance-based standard 

·         a visionary path to a restorative future. 

  

He'll introduce a group that has formed in Grand Rapids, who has taken this Challenge 

and added a little West Michigan flair.  Join us as we explore how business, both small 

and large, can - and should - take on this challenge.  

 

If you would like to attend this meeting, you must register by email 

to llocke@wmsbf.org by Thursday, January 7. Cost of attending is $10 for members/$15 

for non-members. Payment may be made by cash or check at the event or by credit card 

in advance through the home page of our website, Programs & Events/Monthly Meetings 

on the top menu, http://www.wmsbf.org.  A $1 additional processing charge is 

included for credit card payments. 

 

LOCAL EVENTS & RESOURCES 

 

2013 Renewal Reminder 

2012 Membership renewals are due January 31. Please contact Lisa Locke if you have 

not received your invoice or have questions, llocke@wmsbf.org. 

 

Kent County Recycling Options for Business 

At our December meeting, Doug Wood with the Kent County Department of Public 

Works, reviewed recycling services and policies.  If you would like more information on 

options for business, please contact them at (616) 336-3694. 

 

Materials & Resources Exchange West Michigan 

Also at our December meeting, Lisa Sabourin, President/CEO of Employers Association of 
West Michigan, presented on their new DEQ grant funded initiative: Materials & 
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Resources Exchange Western Michigan .  This project allows for organizations and 
individuals within Western Michigan to connect with other businesses and community 
members to exchange goods and services. Explore the opportunities that might benefit 

your business/organization at:  http://www.exchangewestmi.com or contact Lisa 

Sabourin at 231.759.0916. 

 

February 15, 2013; 10 a.m. - 5:30 p.m. 

Women & Environment Symposium 

L.V. Eberhard Center, Room 215 (GVSU) 

301 West Fulton St., Grand Rapids 

 

West Michigan Environmental Action Council, with GVSU's Women's Center and 

Sustainable Community Development Initiative are hosting this event. It features 

keynote speaker, Roxana Tynan, Executive Director of LAANE (Los Angelos, a New 

Economy), panel discussions and workshops on waste and garbology, environmental 

impacts on women's and children's health, environmental justice and sustainable living. 

Cost is $35.00. For more information visit https://wmeac.org/women/. 

 

State Energy Policy Public Forums 

 

Governor Snyder has called for a series of public forum taking place in February and 

March to gather data to inform the legislature around changes to: 

l Renewable energy and the Renewable Portfolio Standard  

l The Choice Program which opens up competition in the monopolistic energy 

markets  

l Energy Efficiency and Conservation  

One will take place in Grand Rapids on February 25.  Others are schedule in Lansing on 

February 14, Saginaw on March 8, and Detroit on March 25.  There will be presentations 

to ‘level-set’ the audience who may not be familiar with energy policies.  Then 10-15 

presentations will be made by utilities, business trade organizations, and environmental 

groups.  

  

There will also be a web portal to provide submittals.  YOU ARE ENCOURAGED TO MAKE 

YOUR OWN VOICES HEARD, SHARING AND/OR SUBMITTING DATA THAT DEMONSTRATES 

BOTH EFFECTIVENESS AND INEFFECTIVENESS OF CURRENT POLICIES. 

  

  

   

 
January 14, 2013 

Kim Cameron at 

Bunker Interpretive Center 

Calvin College  

 

  

Join Us!! 

 
January 14, 2013  

Amy Samotis 

2013 Scholarship Winner 
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