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This world we live in has been around for thousands of years, and 
hopefully will be around a lot longer. It is important to take care of it so as not to 
ruin its glory for the generations to follow. What inspires me to work hard and 
care for the natural beauty around me, which is both within nature and people, is 
the one who was here when it was first created. God made the world perfectly, 
but we destroyed most of its splendor with our sin. By God‟s grace, he made a 
way for us by sending his son, Jesus, to die a brutal death on a cross, so that we 
could get back to him and return to that perfect world we once knew. While we 
are here, however, he calls us to live a life that is greater than what this world has 
to offer. I dedicate myself to the task of bettering this world for the simple reason 
that God, my Savior, has asked me to do so. 

When God created Adam, he placed him over the entire Garden of Eden. 
“Rule over the fish of the sea and the birds of the air and over every living 
creature that moves on the ground” (Genesis 1:28, NIV). Man is to be a caretaker 
of the world, giving it life and respecting it for what it is: a gift from God. 
Humanity is ultimately more valuable to God than plants and animals, but 
animals should not be abused either. God gave us the responsibility to care for 
his creation while being a part of it ourselves. Whether by planting a tree, 
inventing an engine that gives off less pollution, or simply talking to a friend 
who is having a bad day, everything we do should be a blessing to this world in 
some way. God made us all differently, but we can all work together to sustain 
and improve our world. “Just as each of us has one body with many members, 
and these members do not all have the same function, so in Christ we who are 
many form one body, and each member belongs to all the others. We have 
different gifts, according to the grace given us. If a man‟s gift is prophesying, let 
him use it in proportion to his faith. If it is serving, let him serve; if it is teaching, 
let him teach; if it is encouraging, let him encourage; if it is contributing to the 
needs of others, let him give generously; if it is leadership, let him govern 
diligently; if it is showing mercy, let him do it cheerfully” (Romans 12:4-8, NIV). 
We all have a responsibility to God‟s plan, but the logistics of how this 
responsibility plays out differ quite a bit. However, this is actually a very good 
thing. If we were all doctors, who would teach? If we were all teachers, who 
would cook? If we were all cooks, who would sing? It is a web of talent and skill 
that we are a part of, and that is an inspiring thing. 

Therefore, we work hard while we‟re down here so that the job we are 
best gifted to perform gets done. Unfortunately, we often feel unappreciated and 
misunderstood since others can get wrapped up in their own duties or may 
simply be unable to comprehend our unique skill. We were all made differently, 
and those differences can very easily act as a barrier. Fortunately, though, hope 
can be found in the one who gave us those gifts. God understands us better than 



we even understand ourselves. “O LORD, you‟ve searched me and you know 
me. You know when I sit and when I rise; you perceive my thoughts from afar. 
You discern my going out and my lying down; you are familiar with all my 
ways. Before a word is on my tongue you know it completely, O LORD” (Psalm 
139:1-4, NIV). He sees the work you do, and he knows where your heart is when 
you do it. So I will work hard and take up the responsibility that has been given 
to me. In so doing, I am storing up treasures in heaven. The things of this world 
will begin to fade and grow dim, but the lights of heaven will never go out. “But 
store up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where moth and rust do not destroy, 
and thieves do not break in and steal. For where your treasure is, there your 
heart will be also” (Matthew 6:20-21, NIV). God calls us to be hard workers, and 
he promises that our hard work will not be overlooked. Sustaining our Earth is 
no easy feat; if it were, everyone would do it. Caring for our Earth is important, 
though, and is definitely worth every backache and sleepless night. Not only 
does God see your efforts, but the generations to come will see them and be 
eternally grateful that their neighborhood park is not a sewage dump. 

When a Pharisee asked Jesus in the New Testament which is the greatest 
commandment of the law, “Jesus replied: „“Love the Lord your God with all 
your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind.”‟ This is the first and 
greatest commandment. And the second is like it: “Love your neighbor as 
yourself.” All the Law and the prophets hang on these two commandments‟” 
(Matthew 22:37-40). We are commanded to love God‟s people, showing respect 
and caring for them. If we were to simply not care about sustaining the Earth 
because we will probably be dead before it becomes a real problem, we would be 
condemning the generations to come and scorning God‟s Law. Everything on 
this Earth was created by God. We are to reflect God‟s love for us in our love for 
each other. If Jesus could die the most painful death man has ever created on the 
cross for us, we can put a little effort forth to clean up the world he created and 
we destroyed. He loves us and has refrained from passing judgment on us by his 
grace. So who are we to pass judgment on others and ignore his teachings? As 
for me and my household, we will serve the Lord. 

As I live out each day of my life, I am blown away by the beauty of God‟s 
creation all around me. The quiet trickle of the streams running over the rocks. 
The sparkle of the sun on the snow. The cuteness of a squirrel eating a walnut. If 
the world is this great now, just imagine what it will be like when it is made 
perfect again on the day Jesus comes back to make everything new. This world is 
important, but it is not nearly as important as a future with our Savior. So I work 
hard to be a good caregiver to this world I am a part of, all the while storing up 
treasures in heaven. God loves me more than I can ever imagine or comprehend. 
I would consider it a huge loss and waste of my existence to fail to show some of 
that love to those around me. For that reason, I refuse to waste this beautiful 
Earth. It must be sustained for the generations to come so that they might live 



and love and care for each other on it. Until Jesus returns, this is all we get. So let 
us make the most of it. 


