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 In 2012, it's cool to be green. People rally around alternative energy and recycling and reducing 

their carbon footprints. Everything from travel mugs to t-shirts is made from recycled material. Cars 

tout the label “fuel efficient” and fluorescent, energy saving light bulbs are on the rise. Businesses use 

“going green” for a marketing scheme as much as genuine concern. While all of this is beneficial for 

the cause of sustainability, it is sometimes necessary to take a step back and evaluate what it means to 

be green, and why it is so important. 

 Let me be the first to admit that I am far from living a green lifestyle. My family and I compost 

in the warmer seasons, garden, recycle, and buy goods made from recycled materials whenever said 

goods are equal in price to their new material counterparts. However, we also drive everywhere, leave 

lights on more often than not, and our two dogs, five fish, and chinchilla aren't helping us reduce our 

carbon footprint. Despite all that, I never lose sight of why I decide take the time to tear the aluminum 

tops off of juice cans or take my apple cores out through our poorly kept, weedy lawn to compost. It's 

because I know that it matters. 

 It's easy to get lost in the notion that little things like recycling don't make much of a difference, 

on a personal level. However, when estimates place the amount of garbage an average American 

creates at 1,600 pounds a year, it's also easily refuted. While statistics like this are staggering, for me, 

it's not the big picture that reminds me to separate my paper and plastic, but the small. A vivid image 

that I always remember when thinking about sustainability is a picture of a turtle that I saw in sixth 

grade. We were talking about the impact of humans on the ecosystem, and my teacher brought out a 

magazine clipping that showed a muddy, brown-green turtle with a ring of the plastic holders used to 

hold pop cans into six packs wrapped around its body and shell, making it resemble the joke about an 

eight being a zero with a belt. Far from being funny, it broke my heart. The turtle had done nothing to 

deserve to be choked slowly as it grew; in fact, that's not a fate I would wish on anyone, regardless of 

whether they deserved it or not. Stories like this are everywhere, for anyone who cares to read them. 

Broken, thrown away batteries killing song birds, shards of glass wounding scavenging squirrels, and 

water too polluted to support a normal pond ecology have become commonplace. These creatures, who 

grew up in the woods and snows and streams of Michigan, just like me, are a large part of why I strive 

to be sustainable. 

 Another part of my motivation is my desire to let future generations enjoy the same pleasures 

that I have enjoyed. In particular, I think of the vibrant seasons of the Midwest, all mild springs and 

fiery autumns, sweltering summers and shimmering winters. While I realize that sustainability is not 

synonymous with the prevention of global warming, it still deserves its place among the reasons why 

being green matters. It goes beyond climate change, as well, to making sure that our natural ecosystems 

remain as healthy as possible by cutting back on pollution and contamination. I want my children and 

their children to bike the forested trails I biked, and play in the clear streams in which I played. I want 

the dunes that I hiked, with their whispering beach grass, to  be there for people hundreds of years from 

now to conquer. And most of all I want humanity's health, society, and economy to be in the right place 

so that people can indulge in the beauty that predates civilization. 

 Becoming a sustainable society also means that more jobs and economic growth can occur in 

new sectors. Being almost out of high school, I've become more and more interested in the state of the 

economy and the availability of jobs to pursue. New advancements in alternative energy technology 

have meant more manufacturing and power plant jobs working with many methods of power 

generation such as wind, water, geothermic, and solar energy. Old plants have been repurposed to 

manufacture parts for wind turbines and solar panels, adding an extra element of breathing new life into 

the old. A growing position that particularly interests me is that of sustainable business advisers that 

many businesses, large and small, have been employing. What attracts me to this position is that these 



advisers are doing far more to create a sustainable society than what most people can do on a personal 

level. By helping businesses make green choices, they are spreading sustainability throughout the 

economy, ensuring everyone gets the message. 

 It's very important to practice sustainability, but also to remember why it's important. Green 

may be this year's black, but sustainability is more than a statement. It needs to become a way of life if 

we want to preserve our earth for the people yet to come. It needs to be a conscious effort, on 

everyone's part, to aid those who cannot help themselves. It needs to be now, and those of us who are 

able only have one chance to undo the damage that's being done, and for that, we need a reason. 


