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The Consequences of ignoring the Environment and Why our Society needs to 

be Sustainable 

One of the most common phrases told to this generation is: “You are the 
future of the world”.  This phrase has been applied to almost everything about the 
future for Generation Y.  When a class does poorly on a test, teacher might remark, 
“you guys are the future of this world, you need to shape up.” It could be when a 
class does very well on a test, and the teacher could say that they are glad we are the 
future generation of the world.  In either case, this generation has been told 
countless times the importance of being the future of the world.  One of the major 
topics, when discussing the future, is the environment.  When people are told how 
they need to fix the environment most of it is because of the future.  At this rate, if 
society keeps up the amount of pollution there will be no future for the 
environment, or a future for the world at all.   

In multiple discussions about why people need to be environmentally 
friendly, the rational behind being environmentally friendly is because of the future 
generations.  At the rate the environment is declining there will be no forests, 
beaches, or any safe outdoors for people to enjoy.  Without any safe outdoors future 
generations will not be able to enjoy playing outside, go see wondrous sights like the 
Red-tree forests, or create the many childhood memories of the outdoors so many 
people now hold dearly on to so they can cherish their childhood. Then many sports 
that many participate in would cease to exist because it would not be possible to 
have the sport inside.  For example, soccer, one the most popular sports in the world 
would not be able to occur.  There would be no field, no stadium, and no place to 
play.  This would not be the only casualty of losing the outdoors.  Since children 
would never get the opportunity to enjoy sports, they would never become in a 
healthy physical condition. Obesity rates would skyrocket, and people would 
become lazier and lazier and eventually ever human would never stand. All this 
would occur because the outdoors were destroyed due to not being a sustainable 
society. 

 One of the worst environmental disasters that the human race has 
called was the BP oil spill.  Two hundred and ten million gallons of oil were spilled in 
the Gulf of Mexico.  It was labeled as the worst accidental oil spill in history.  Where 
does that oil go?  It has to be both contained and attempted to be cleaned up or just 
sit there.  Either way the oil has disastrous effects on the environment.  This disaster 
has caused a countless amount of animals to die.  These animals are crucial to the 
environment and without them; there is a gapping hole in the ecosystem.  This can 
cause ecosystems to collapse and cause thousands of other animals to die out. This 
is not the only way humans have hurt ecosystems by killing animals.  Settlers in the 
US, when moving across the Great Plains, almost destroyed the entire Bison 
population.  Now there are no wild Bison in the United States. Without the Bison a 
part of the local ecosystem was destroyed, which was a problem within the Great 



Plains.  Fortunately the Bison did not have a pivotal role in the ecosystem and the 
environment was able to recover. If society were sustainable two hundred years 
ago, that problem would never have occurred.  Then this society would not have to 
worry as much about the future. Without animals, the human population would be 
unable to exist.  Being sustainable is key to our future, if we are not, there will not be 
a future for humans.  There will be no Bison that we might need; there will be no 
fish or birds in the gulf.  Our society cannot maintain a sustainable life, which would 
allow for other animals to survive.  

Humans for the past two hundred years have been advancing technology at 
an astonishing rate.  That rate keeps on growing and humans keep on developing. 
However, ever since humans have started to develop, they have started to destroy 
the environment.  Ever since humans have started to destroy the environment, no 
one has thought about the consequences of pumping thick black fumes of smoke 
into the air until recently.  Because no one has looked back and believed that there 
could be a secondary effect of the black smoke, no one thought that someday, 
someone would have to deal with it.  At this point in time someone has to deal with 
it.  Now if nothing is done to stop the destruction of the environment it will quickly 
crumble and cause the destruction of the world.  However, now that it is known how 
damaging the past has been to the world it makes it easier for everyone to try and 
stop the current adverse effects.  One of the best ways to help the environment is to 
be sustainable.  If humans do not become sustainable, there will be massive 
consequences that affect the future.  

This is not just our world.  This world is full of billions of other animals that 
call this world home.  It is not fair for humans to destroy a place that is home to 
billions of others.   If one person is trying to save the environment and the person 
next to them is going to destroy it, how is it fair to the person trying to save it?  It is 
not right for people to be selfish and destroy the world just to satisfy their wants.  
We share this world; we must realize that if we do not preserve the environment, 
we end up destroying billions, if not trillions, of other creatures.  These other 
animals did not even cause the environment to become damaged.  Humans did, and 
if we caused it to break, it is our responsibility to fix it.  It is not fair if your neighbor 
takes your lawnmower and destroys it and does not fix it. Your neighbor should be 
the one fixing it, not you.  The world is not ours, and we are the cause of the 
disastrous and damaging effects to the environment.  It is our responsibility to fix 
the thing we broke. 

The environment has gotten to the point where there needs to be a massive 
uplift to save it.  Without an attempt to save the environment, the world will quickly 
deteriorate into a terrible, irreversible situation.  Once the world gets to that point, 
humans will have no time to do anything to try and prevent everyone from dying.  
Generation Y has been told countless times that they are the future of the world.  If 
they want to have a future, they need to start being sustainable to allow for that 
future.  If they want to prove to those teachers that tell them that they need to shape 
up because they are the future of the world, they need be sustainable. However, it is 



not just Generation Y that needs to be sustainable, the rest of the world needs to be 
if they wish there to be a world for their kids to live and play. Without being 
sustainable, that is not going to happen.  


