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An Enduring Vision  

 Sustainability, the tem used to define a thing which will endure, with no outside intervention. It 

is my goal to try and help create a world that is sustainable. I believe that, if we don’t actively pursue a 

different course of action, the world is destined for terrible things: crippling environmental problems, a 

population that is too large to feed itself, and such a disparity between the wealthy and impoverished 

that segregation will occur to a point where the poor will be dehumanized. This horrifying vision of the 

future is what drives me to “be the change I wish to see in the world” as Gandhi said.   I can not let this 

vision of what could happen come to pass. I could not live with myself if I did not at least attempt, with 

all I have, to try and make a difference. Generations before ours have not done much to help create a 

sustainable world, but this is because never before has there been such a threat to our world. 

Developing nations like Iran are still pursuing a method of energy that puts the entire world at risk, 

everyday we send over 70 million tons of carbon dioxide into the atmosphere, our population has 

recently reached seven billion and clearly our farmable land area will never grow enough to feed the 

ever increasing population. If we wish to continue to live and thrive, we must change our practices 

accordingly. 

 Ever since the invention of the light bulb, we have pursued sources of energy. One of the 

greatest producers of energy is that of nuclear power. While there is a large benefit, the risks and 

problems that come with it are even greater. You need only cite some disasters caused by meltdowns 

and other problems in nuclear plants to inspire fear among all; Chernobyl, Three Mile Island, and most 

recently Fukushima Daiichi to name a few. It is rare for a nuclear power plant to malfunction, but when 

they do, the results are horrifying. When the radioactivity is released, the entire environment 

surrounding the plant becomes poisoned. All life that is exposed to the radioactive material is destroyed 

at the atomic level, making the disaster area uninhabitable for decades to come. If we do not try to 

move away from such dangerous practices, we will be choosing to put not just ourselves at risk, but all 

plant and animal life as well. This is what drives us to move to safer means of renewable energy, such as 

wind and solar power. 

 Renewable energy isn’t just necessary to move away from nuclear power, but also to find a 

source of energy once we have run out of fossil fuels. Fossil fuels are the second cheapest form of 

energy, behind only nuclear energy. There are many flaws to fossil fuels, just as there are to nuclear 

energy. It is a finite resource, so once we have used all the earth has to offer, it will be gone. Not only is 

it finite, but the burning of fossil fuels is very damaging to the environment. The carbon dioxide that is 

released by the use of fossil fuels destroys our protective ozone layer of our atmosphere. The carbon 

dioxide rips large holes in it, allowing the sun’s ultra violet rays directly penetrate the Earth’s 

atmosphere. This not only is more damaging to the skin of many animals, but it warms the earth to a 

point where it can cause great climate change, putting many ecosystems and wildlife habitats in danger. 

We must protect these species because they are completely unable to defend themselves from the 

selfish decisions made by us humans that affect more than we realize.  



 Selfishness and greed are two of the worst character flaws found in all people. If you couple this 

along with ignorance, you have a recipe for disaster. The United States eats more food, and wastes more 

food than any other nation in the world. Yet still, there are millions of people that are dying of hunger 

everyday. If we could limit our food consumption and resist the urge to gorge ourselves, we would have 

plenty of food for the entire world. And if we were to take the food scraps and other biodegradable 

materials we throw out everyday and create a compost heap, we could make cheap fertilizer for famers. 

This would increase their production greatly and make it easier for them to give some of their produce 

away, to help feed those who otherwise would starve.  

 Living sustainable and helping create a sustainable world is one of the most important things to 

me personally. I feel that it is necessary to try and leave the world in a better condition than when I 

entered it. We are all responsible for the damage being done to our environment everyday. We must do 

everything within our power to stay true to the commitment we’ve made to contribute to a more 

sustainable world. 

 

 


