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Sustainability  
the doorway to tomorrow 

 
 The concept of foresight is one that has been prized in the business and economics realm for 

decades. Being able to plan for the pitfalls, or even prevent them, is one of the most sought after 

abilities there is. But this should not be limited to those trading stocks on Wall Street. It should not be 

reserved for the world’s largest corporations, and it should not be used only by the policy makers in 

Washington. Rather, it should be used to help create a more viable climate for living on earth for future 

generations.  

 The world changes constantly. In the mid 1900’s, war with the soviets was the most common 

fear. The new millennium brought about a whole new fear, in a complete technological crash. Now it is 

time to shift our focuses to a whole new concept: The world as we know it will cease to exist if we 

continue treating it the way we have been. There are simply not enough resources to waste. Between 

the massive oil usage, and the tendency in America to have everything made in China, there simply will 

be nothing to live off of when our children have grand children.  That is where sustainability comes in. A 

nation who grows the food it consumes, and does not depend on non-renewable resources, is truly 

sustainable. This shift in focus to what goes on domestically is the key to a healthier planet. 

 One example of a completely non-sustainable practice can be found in the typical American 

farm landscape. Right here in the Midwest, pigs are being raised in close quartered farms giving them 

little to no space to roam and grow. To substitute for this natural maturation, the pigs are force fed 

steroids, and antibiotics to supposedly ease health concerns. The pig will live its entire life this way, 

producing waste dumped into a pile somewhere to fill the air with a repulsive aroma. It will eat pig feed 

made from the favorite American food crop – corn. The corn has been grown on a farm littered with 

chemical fertilizers which eventually seep into the topsoil and become a part of our earth’s makeup. 

Finally the pig is killed and chopped into bacon or pork. These meats are then sold to people like you 

and I who devour them in massive quantities, with no regard for the amount of resources that went into 

making those strips of bacon, or slices of ham. This demonstrates a fundamental example for the 

amount of resources used, and wasted on the quantity-obsessed culture we live in. One might ask the 

question how this situation could be changed, or how much resources the new policy could protect. On 

a free range farm the pigs would be able to survive by grazing on natural, renewable resources like 

grass. They would have fewer health concerns, and mature naturally, which would minimize the need 

for steroids and antibiotics. Lastly, substituting grazing would lessen the need for the chemical 

fertilizers, and reduce pollution.  

 If even this one change – going from confined space to a free range – can make such a 

difference, one is forced to wonder what other changes can be made to make our way of life more 

sustainable. The next example is likely the most obvious unsustainable practice of note- the suburban 

commute. The 2009 census states that the average American drives 25.1 minutes to work each day. This 

means that each day men and women across the nation get into their cars for 50 minutes just to go to 

work. In this process they burn gallons upon gallons of non-renewable fuel, and emit exhaustive 



pollution into the atmosphere. The most discouraging thing about this sad truth is how preventable it is. 

Improved public transportation (Bussing, subways) is just one of the alternatives. Aside from mass 

transport, there is also the solution of us simply living closer to our jobs. 

 Each of these examples serves to inspire a movement to change the way we live. Whether it be 

what we eat, what we drive, or even where we work, things have to change in order for the earth to be 

preserved. A sustainable world means a world where we use what we have today in a way that that 

tomorrow’s generations will have the same, if not greater, opportunity that we had.  While different 

people may be inspired by various different aspects of sustainability, almost everyone can get behind 

the push for a preserved earth. After all, the importance in the future is not that there is an earth to 

enjoy, but rather an earth worth enjoying.  


