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Sustainable Research Group

SRG provides sustainability research, project 
design, marketing and management services that 
advance an organization's integration of 
sustainable development principles into its 
business model



Green Purchasing Projects

Non-Toxic Purchasing Subcommittee, Mayor’s 
Environmental Advisory Council, City of Grand 
Rapids

Cosponsor with the Delta Institute on the Eco-EMS 
Purchasing Project for the Lower Grand Watershed

Technical Advisor to the WMSPC



Green Purchasing Projects
West Michigan Sustainable Purchasing Consortium
Organized by SRG and the Delta Institute, Founding 
members include:

Community Sustainability Partnership
Steelcase, GVSU, VAI, City of GR, 
Cascade Engineering, GRCC, MDEQ

Establishes TBL purchasing criteria and creates bulk 
purchasing opportunities for its members



Today’s Presentation

I. Introduction
II. The Purchasing Connection to Sustainable 

Development 
III. Environmentally Preferable Purchasing
IV. EPP Drivers
V. Creation of the WM Sustainable Purchasing 

Consortium
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Green Purchasing Drivers



Executive Order 13101

Greening the Government through Waste 
Prevention, Recycling and Federal Acquisition, 
requires all federal agencies to give preference to 
those products and services that are 
environmentally preferable, to set goals and 
document progress.



Federal Acquisition Regulation (FAR)

FAR Part 23 addresses government policy on 
acquisition of recycled content, bio-based 
materials, environmentally preferable and energy 
efficient products and services; Part 7 emphasizes 
consideration of the environmental and energy
impacts of acquisition.



Comprehensive Procurement Guidelines 
(recycled content)

40 CFR Part 247, Section 6002 of the Resource 
Conservation and Recovery Act of 1976 directs federal 
agencies to purchase those recycled content products 
designated by EPA in its Comprehensive Procurement 
Guidelines (CPG). 



Farm Security and Rural Investment Act of 
2002

Directs USDA to determine bio-based products 
and develop purchase guidelines similar to the 

Comprehensive Procurement Guidelines. 



Environmental Procurement

Environmental procurement is making purchases 
with the goal of reducing your impact on the 
environment.  Environmental procurement can 
also be referred to as green procurement or 
buying green or Environmentally Preferable 
Purchasing (EPP).



Definition of EPP:

Environmentally Preferable Purchasing (EPP) 
refers to practice of buying products and/or 
services that have a lesser or reduced impact on 
the environment and human health, when 
compared to competing products or services that 
serve the same purpose.



Everything from climate change to toxins in 
the environment can be linked to purchasing 

decisions 



As a result, growing numbers of state and local 
governments are expanding their buy-recycled 
and EPP policies to incorporate a wider variety of 
environmental considerations, such as:

• buying less hazardous cleaning products
• requiring energy- and water-efficient products
• sourcing electricity from less polluting sources



In February 2006 a group of Grand Rapids area 
businesses, academic institutions, and a 
municipality convened to discuss the ecosystem 
impairments in the Lower Grand River Watershed.

Creation of the WMSPC



The purpose of the meeting was to develop 
voluntary, pro-active programs to improve local 
watershed impairments- such as toxics loading, 
waste minimization, stormwater and discharges to 
local wastewater treatment systems. 

Creation of the WMSPC



Sustainable purchasing was identified by the 
meeting attendees as a strategy that would result 
in measurable reductions of toxics and other 
pollutants to the watershed that could be adopted 
by all of the meeting attendees.

Creation of the WMSPC



As a result, attendees agreed to create a 
sustainable purchasing consortium where, 
sustainable purchasing promotes buying 
materials, products, and labor in a manner that 
reflects fiscal responsibility, social equity, 
community and environmental stewardship.



Participation in the Consortium has significant 
potential for reducing costs of sustainable 
products by providing members with an 
opportunity to increase their individual purchasing 
power for sustainable products.  The emphasis on 
sustainable products also has the capability to 
spur economic development by bringing suppliers 
of sustainable products to the region. 



The West Michigan Sustainable Purchasing 
Consortium

1. To aggregate purchasing power (offer memberships)
2. To use TBL criterion to identify green products

a.  Based on contaminates in Lower Grand River 
Watershed

b.  Select products that do not contain target 
substances

c.  Help clean the watershed “one purchase at a time”
3. Research suppliers with EPP/Sustainable Products
4. Offer Request for Proposals based on aggregated 

demand 



We invite you to join:

WEST MICHIGAN SUSTAINABLE PURCHASING CONSORTIUM

website: http://www.wmspc.org



For Further Information, contact:

Lisa Locke
Sustainable Research Group

Ph.  616.301.1059

Email  llocke@SustainableResearchGroup.com
Web   www.SustainableResearchGroup.com


